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Why?

e It helps bring about good change
- Witness the papaya mealybug story!




And?

e It helps us gain support for the work
that we do
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Good publicity pays off

Positive publicity about IPM CRSP work has resulted in:

- USAID reps attending our workshop on papaya
mealybug

- USAID reps attending our workshop on the production
of biocontrol agents in Tamil Nadu in July

- —
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Concerns over bio-security and invasive species are global issues that
require IPM attention in both developed and developing countries.

Through IPM, crop losses and pesticde use are reduced, farmer
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Fruit fly frenzy for pheromones in Bangladesh

By Friedaricka Steed

Everyone knows that you can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar, but
Bangladeshi farmers have a better way. They use cuelure

Cuelure, named after the formidable melon fly Bactrocera cucurbitae, Is a synthetic
chemical compound that mimics female melon fly sex pheromones. It was introduced
to cucurbit farmers in Bangladesh only a few years ago - cucurbits being melons,
cucumbers and gourds — by the USAID-funded Integrated Pest Management
Collaborative Research Support Program (IPM CRSP) as part of an IPM program to
reduce melon fly damage to cucurbit crops

Cuelure - the insect equivalent of Chanel #5 - Is irresistible to male melon flies
When placed in a recycled plastic jar with a small amount of pesticide, It lures fruit
flies to their death. IPM CRSP scientists have demonstrated that the pheromone trap
Is highly effective and can catch 5-18 times as many flies as the original trap using
mashed gourd instead of the pheromone. Eliminating hundreds of flies dally, the
traps reduce the cost of pest control and increase crop yields. Additionally, when
pheromone traps are used together with mashed gourd traps, farmers increase net
returns by over 300%

Bangladeshi farmers set up
cuelure traps during a farmer
field school at the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute

The imporntance of cucurbits to the Bang!adesn economy cannot be overestimated BARI)
( 1)

Over 15 different types are marketed locally and internationally — the sweet gourd
the bitter gourd and the snake gourd, for example. Until recently, though, the
dreaded melon fly has taken a huge bite out of profits, making farmers question
whether they should even continue growing them. With cuelure however, farmers
are no longer hesitant. The traps have given them great confidence

The whole country is buzzing with excitement as farmers whisk their beautiful

cucumbers and melons to market. It has compietely turned their lives around. Nazrul

Islam Khan, a farmer In the western district of Jessore, calls it a "magic trap." Before

cuelure, pesticides were applied on a weekly basis, costing the farmers more to

produce the vegetables than they were making through sales, not to mention

causing heaith and environmental problems. With cuelure, damage caused by fruit
Jes wentdown 7 0% and fatnels liave beeq i L1 year, ran)
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From the Director Mangoes are an important part of Senegal's economy, representing 63 percent of the West African country’s fruit
crop. The growing and harvesting of mangoes brings a livelihood to the more than 24,000 people who work in the
industry. So devastation of the crop by the mango fruitfly has serious consequences. This 13-minute video explores
the problem, describing how the mango fruitfly attacks the crop, and what a team of Virginia Tech researchers and
partner scientists in Senegal are doing to combat the pest. The video is in French
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Differences in structuring messages
between scientists and the
unwashed masses

Background Bottom line
Scientist
Supporting So What?
Details
Public Supporting
Results/. Details
Conclusions

Graphic from the AAAS.




How do you do it?

Why Some Ideas Survive
and Others Die

Chip Heath & Dan Heath

Use this mnemonic:
Simple
Unexpected
Concrete
Credible
Emotional
Story

oO0hwhE

= succes(s)!



The Curse of Knowledge

e You know way more than you
think you know.




What Have We Learned?

o A brief overview of some recent communication
efforts by the IPM CRSP, including some website
changes

e It's importance to communicate the work that we do
to the general public.

e How to make ideas sticky: simple, unexpected,
concrete, credible, emotional, story

e Curse of Knowledge



Better communication benefits all of us

mrich@vt.edu




